
9 February 
VALE JACK NEESON, STAR OF IVANHOE’S A-GRADE PREMIERSHIP 
By Phil Skeggs and Norm Shearer* 

 
John 'Jack' Neeson, 1956 A grade premiership star and dual club B&F 

 
There’s not too many blokes who could say they played in three premierships for Ivanhoe. 
But John ‘Jack’ Neeson was one of them. 
Jack was a dynamic rover for Ivanhoe during the 1950s. He and brother Jim came to Ivanhoe 
with the endorsement of Collingwood Football Club about 1947. The Magpies had a number 
of brilliant small players in the post-war years and the Neesons, who were blessed with 
speed, courage and a delightful humorous streak, didn’t make the cut in tryouts. The pair 
played in our under 19 premiership team in 1949 – a highly talented group that included a 
few who went on to play VFL. Jim left the club in the mid-1950s to work at the highly 
classified Woomera Rocket Range in outback South Australia. 
 

 
Jim and Jack Neeson (right) as under 19s in 1949 

 
Jack went on to be an outright champion at Ivanhoe. He was vice-captain of the 1954 B grade 
premiership team and also represented the VAFA that year. Jack would have been the 



smallest player on the park in the 1956 A grade grand final - standing at just 162.5cm and 
weighing 63kg. He turned on a match-winning performance to help secure our first A grade 
flag and was duly voted best-on-ground. Jack was runner-up to Lloyd Williams in the club’s 
best and fairest that year. He went on to pick up two club best-and-fairest awards in 1957 and 
1958 when the club was in A grade. 

 
Jack Neeson was club B&F in 1957 and 1958. 

 
By the time Jack hung up the boots at the end of the 1958, he had played 108 senior games. 
Jack was short-listed as rover in Ivanhoe’s Team of the Century but got squeezed out by Ron 
Moore, whose role he inherited after Moore retired. Jack was later named as rover in 
Ivanhoe’s 1950s Team of the Decade. 
He was one of 10 members of the 1956 premiership team who attended a 50-year reunion in 
2006. Reunion organiser Ian ‘Mick’ Anderson, who played in the centre in the ’56 grand 
final, said it was a pleasure to play alongside Jack. “He (Jack) was a thorough gentleman on 
and off the ground,” he said. “He was only a little bloke but a very fine rover. A tough little 
codger as well for a little man.” 
Jack died on February 6, aged 89. Ivanhoe AFC passes on its condolences to his wife Barbara 
and family. 
A funeral will be held on Wednesday February 10 at Alison Monkhouse Knox Chapel in 
Wantirna South. 
*Norm Shearer is a past player and life member who was a mate of the late Jim Neeson, 
who died in 2013. 
 
IVIES TO FIELD AN EXTRA TEAM 
By Phil Skeggs 
 
The Ivies will be fielding two teams in the women’s divisions this season. Ivies head coach 
Leighton Pearce said women turned out in such impressive numbers that the club notified 
VAFA headquarters on February 1 that we’ll have enough for two teams. “The VAFA were 
very happy to hear the good news and began mapping out what division the Ivies would 
compete in,” he said. “It’s been incredibly satisfying to see new players join in at training this 
summer and without hesitation, committing to the Ivies. 
 

      
The Ivies hard at work this week  The Ivies train twice a week at Ivanhoe Park 
 
 



“I’m really proud how our veterans of the Ivies have welcomed so many young guns who 
have predominantly come from the Ivanhoe JFC. Watching several youth games in 2019 we 
have many reasons to be excited about this season. “Not only have we built a strong player 
base but we’ve also welcomed Trent Ryan joining our coaching support consisting of myself, 
Peter Tyler and Fede Frew.” 

 
Coach Leighton Pearce is rapt in the progress of the Ivies 

 
The Hoers will also be fielding a Thirds team this season. 
 
SENIORS TO PLAY THREE GAMES UNDER LIGHTS IN OPENING ROUNDS 
 
The Hoers will be playing three of the first four games under lights this season. Round 1 we'll 
be hosting West Brunswick Magpies - a fellow district club who also proudly wear the black 
and white stripes. The match is on Saturday April 10, starting at 6pm. The Reserves game 
starts at 3.40pm. 

 
The Mens' team ready to be the night specialists! 

 
We host Powerhouse the following Saturday at 6.45pm. The third night game is in Round 4 
against Yarra Old Grammarians on May 1, also at Ivanhoe Park. Here is a link to the VAFA 
fixture, which was announced last night. https://www.vafa.com.au/2021-division-2-mens-
fixture/ 
Watch this space for further announcements about fixtures and social events. 
 
 
 
 



30 October 
2021 COMMITTEE – AGM 
 
The club held the 2020 AGM on Wednesday night which included the announcement of the 
2021 Committee. The committee is relatively unchanged but with Dom Mitchell replacing 
Pete Rawley as Vice President. Thanks to Pete for his hard work, but thankfully he isn't going 
far, he will be taking on some roles in the football department. Alongside President Rob 
Pearce, the other Vice President Kate McKendrick and Dom, is a number of stalwarts of the 
club. Click here for a full list of the 2021 committee. 
Whilst we have a wonderful committee in place, we would love others to join, especially to 
represent the Ivies. If any Ivies players have a family member who would love to join the 
general committee please get in touch with Rob Pearce. We would also love someone to fill 
the Secretary role. Rob's number is 0438 378 348. 
 
25 September 
COACHES RECOMMIT FOR 2021 
 
The IAFC Committee are excited to announce the re-appointment of our Senior Mens 
coaches Ash Close and his assistant Nick Carlyon for Season 2021. 
 

   
Senior Coach Ash Close in our Practice   Senior Assistant Nick Carlyon in action 
Match earlier this year. Pic: Phil Skeggs  in 2019. Pic: Phil Skeggs 
 
Having welcomed Ash back to the club as Senior Coach for 2020, he brought an amazing 
amount of knowledge and positivity with him. His coaching style was clear to all during pre-
season and the one practice match, giving the players a voice whilst educating them, it was 
terrific. 
It was fantastic news at the end of 2019 when Nick agreed to work with Ash as his Senior 
Assistant coach in 2020. Having been at the club in 2019 and forming fantastic relationships 
with the players, it was a big win for the club. 
We are so pleased to have these two guys on board, leading our players in 2021. We can’t 
wait to pre-season to begin, whenever that is, so these two can continue what they started 
nearly 12 months ago. 
 
29 June 
HISTORY UPDATE - PICTURE TROVE & VFL/AFL PLAYERS 
 
During this strange year, the lock down provided the club with some fantastic new material 
for our Picture Trove, through the sharing of memories by past players and supporters on 
social media. Our diligent historian Phil Skeggs contacted these people and collected 12 new 
pictures for our trove. Ranging from a 1977 grand final banner to the first ever win by the 



Ivies in 2017, it has provided memories in that time period we didn't have. Thank you to all 
those who shared these pictures. Take a look here! (p.s. we'd love more, contact details at the 
top of the Trove page). 
 

 
1977 Under 19 grand final banner with life member Betty Warry (right), pic courtesy Phil 

Skeggs 
 


